of atomic motion of his nervous system, which is the regulator of all vital phenomena, is essential to his 'well-being. If this nervous motion is anyhow disturbed, and the organism, from some reason or other, is not able to right itself, diseases of various sorts, some of which lead to death, will undoubtedly be the result, without the slightest intervention of poisons, either animal, vegetable, or mineral.
If a strong current of electricity can so disturb the vital character of the nerve-centres, as to result in instantaneous death, it is nothing out of the way to surmise that smaller electric disturbances may so embalance the clockwork motion of the human organism, essential to health, as to result in disease. If electricity can cause death, it is absurd to deny it the capability of producing disease.
Those who saw in the cause of cholera, a poison introduced somehow into the blood, thought they also saw its elimination by the evacuations and secretions of the patient, upon the analogy of the elimination of alcohol and other known poisons, by means of the evacuations and secretions. And as a matter of course, the alvine evacuations being the most prominent, they argued, must contain the essence of the poison, and therefore are the most dangerous sources of contagion, as liable to set free again this mysterious poison and be in readiness to knock down other victims.
But the light of absurdity was reached when some medical men, arguing on the assumption of a material cholera poison, " more antiquo," not only inferred that the poison is eliminated by the alvine evacuations, but stated that the proper and rational mode of treating cholera is by purgatives, in order to assist ana quicken the elimination of the poison. And 
